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A s you will know from the last edition 
of our Magazine, I concluded by 
asking for responses to consultations 

relating to a scheme from Grosvenor for 
new restaurants in Elizabeth Street and 
Eccleston Street. The responses universally 
condemn it. 

A few days ago I walked through Elizabeth 
Street up to Chester Row and then again 
down South Eaton Place. The restaurant 
customers in Elizabeth Street were not 
deliberately making noise. There was no 
loud music or shouting, but the sheer 
numbers generated such noise, it was 
more than enough to cause annoyance and 
disturbance. 

I have lived in this area for over 20 
years and some of my neighbours 
for very much longer. There have 
been many changes, most of 
them undermining the quiet village 
backwater that Belgravia used to be. 

I know that in the last few years 
Grosvenor’s consultations have 
been hugely improved. However, 
the consultation with individuals in 
Elizabeth Street and Eccleston Street/
Ebury Street, both residents and 
businesses, needs to be validated by 

information of who they consulted with and 
how.  

Grosvenor have asked what sort of 
shops residents might want. I recall the 
temporary use of a shop in Eccleston 
Street selling tools and ironmongery 
items. The shopkeeper wanted to stay 
as the temporary shop was popular with 
residents. Grosvenor would not agree. 
The use did not fit in with their perception 
of what they wanted in Eccleston Street. 
What the residents wanted was not even 
considered.

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

This month written  
by your Editor,
Mary Regnier-Leigh 
Standing in for 
George Waite

To celebrate the past, 
improve the present, and 

engage the future

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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Some of you may remember a publication 
called the “Atlas of Mayfair and Belgravia” 
published in August 2016 for Grosvenor. 
None of the writers were locals and could 
not have had practical knowledge of the 
area. I suspect their remit was to show how 
the Belgravia Estate could be changed to 
commercialise it. 

The “Atlas” contained many incorrect 
assertions or errors of fact. Let me just 
quote one: “In Belgravia in particular, the 
lack of provision for pedestrians (coupled) 
with limited ground floor activity makes 
distances seem long and the experience  
of walking through the estate feel 
relentless.” I find this statement outrageous 
and crass. To describe one of the finest 
examples of Regency architecture and its 
streets as “feeling relentless” suggests 
to me that the person/s who produced 
such wording had no appreciation or 
understanding of what they were looking 
at or simply chose to ignore it in favour of 
increasing commercial activity.

This is time for Grosvenor to take a reality 
check on the damage being caused to our 
village community. Residents should be 
able to continue to live in our village with 
our retail shops and services. We do not 
want the commercialisation of our streets. 
We want quiet in our streets like any 
other residential area. We ask Grosvenor 
to abandon the proposal to create more 
restaurants in Elizabeth Street and 
Eccleston Street, and the area generally, 
and support the community’s wishes on 
trading and uses.  p

INVITATION TO THE NEXT  
SOCIETY COMMITTEE MEETING
We would be delighted for you to join our 

video meeting. Please let us know by email 
if you wish to be linked in  

info@thebelgraviasociety.com. 
We can only accept a limited number,  

so first come, first served. 

Our next meeting is on 13th September 2022

Parliament returns from summer 
recess on 5th September and whilst 
we await the results to see who our 

next Prime Minister will be, I’m looking 
forward to continuing to speak out on the 
issues that matter to you as your strong 
local voice in Parliament.

The rising cost of energy, sparked by 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, is causing 
immense concern and fear for you, 
especially as we draw closer to winter. 
Whoever the next Prime Minister is, they 
must come forward with a package of 
support.

The global energy crisis is most acutely felt 
by households who obtain their energy from 
their building’s communal heating system, 
or heat network. It’s not protected by the 
Energy Price Cap and I have heard horror 
stories from people across the Two Cities 
about their energy bill skyrocketing, purely 
because their building has one communal 
heat source. Communal heating can affect 
any property, both social and private. I’ve 
already spoken out in Parliament to protect 
households from rising energy costs and I 
will continue to do so.

The Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill 
will return, setting out the Government’s 

WHAT’S 
HAPPENING 
THIS 
SEPTEMBER?

BY NICKIE 
AIKEN MP

mailto:info%40thebelgraviasociety.org?subject=
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reforms to the planning and licensing system. 
As it stands, the Bill cracks down on ‘land 
banking’ where a developer holds onto land 
for future development, and will go some 
way to increase housing availability up and 
down the country. The Bill also renews the 
emphasis on local plans and recognises 
that communities are individual and do not 
comply to a one-size-fits-all approach. 

I’ve already made the case on al fresco 
dining in the Bill to ensure authorities 
like Westminster City Council can take 
an adaptive approach. I know some 
communities welcome al fresco dining, but it 
doesn’t work for everyone. We must ensure 
local authorities are given the flexibility they 
need. I’m also continuing work to give you 
a greater say in the planning and licensing 
process as I know that you know what works 
best for your community. 

The Transport Bill will make its way to 
Parliament before the end of the year. If ever 
we needed another example of why pedicab 
regulation is needed, it was the awful news 
that a rogue pedicab was the cause of a fire 
in August underneath London Bridge station. 
I have spoken to the Transport Secretary,  
Rt Hon. Grant Shapps MP, and he reaffirmed 
his commitment to our pedicabs licensing 
scheme. 

I’ve introduced legislation through a Private 
Members’ Bill to give those going through 
IVF treatment the right to paid leave for 
medical appointments. One in six couples 
are affected by infertility and turn to IVF, 
but currently, employees must take time off 
to attend early stages of IVF treatment as 
there is no requirement for employers to give 
time off for medical appointments. Over the 
coming weeks and months, I will be lobbying 
colleagues and Minister’s to back my Bill and 
secure these vital workplace rights. Find out 
more about the campaign at nickie.news/IVF.

This is just a snapshot of what’s coming up 
once Parliament returns. Keep track on my 

website at www.nickieaiken.org.uk and 
follow @TwoCitiesNickie on Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter and YouTube to find  
out more about how I’m working for you. 

If you have a local, national or international 
issue you think I can help with, please 
send me an email to nickie.aiken.mp@
parliament.uk and I will see how I can 
help.  p

Registered Chairty No. 1168619

BUILDING A STRONG 
COMMUNITY

To celebrate the past, improve the 
present, and engage the future

The more members we have, the louder 
our collective voice will be. 

JOIN US TODAY!
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Lillie Langtry had a fascinating life. Born 
in Jersey, her father was Rector and 
Dean of Jersey. Her name was Emilie 

Charlotte Le Breton, always called Lillie. 
She was one of seven children, the only 
girl. Her parents married, having eloped to 
Gretna Green, in 1842. Despite his calling, 
Lillie’s father was a philanderer and his wife 
left him in 1880 and he left Jersey.

In 1874 Lillie married a wealthy Irish 
landowner, a widower, Edward Langtry. 

Lillie persuaded her husband to come to 
London and her first home was a rented flat 
in Eaton Place here in Belgravia. Early in 
1878 they moved to 17 Norfolk Street, off 
Park Lane, to accommodate the growing 
demands of Lillie’s society visitors. 

A short walk from Pont Street was a house 
at 2 Cadogan Place where she lived from 
1886 to 1894. She attracted attention 
and invitations from artists and society 
hostesses. 

The Cadogan 
Hotel

LILLIE LANGTRY 
Lady de Bath
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Lillie Langtry

Painting of Lillie Langtry

Lillie lived at 21 Pont Street from 1890 to 
1897, and had with her eight servants, as 
recorded in the 1891 census. Although 
from 1895 the building was operated as 
the Cadogan Hotel, she would stay in 
her former bedroom there. A Blue Plaque 
erroneously states that she was born in 
1852. 

She was painted by well-known artists and, 
amazingly for the time, became a poster 
girl for Pears Soap. This was probably the 
first ever celebrity to endorse a commercial 
product. 

It was Oscar Wilde who had encouraged 
Lillie to try the stage which he thought might 
help her depleted finances. She became 
an actress making her West End debut, 
and caused a sensation by becoming the 
first socialite to appear on stage. She had 
success both in England and the United 
States. 

Lillie was also known for her many liaisons 
with the gentlemen of the time including 
the Prince of Wales, the Earl of Shrewsbury, 
Prince Louis of Battenberg and others.

During Lillie’s travels in America, she 
bought property there and became an 
American citizen. In May 1897 Lillie 
divorced Edward Langtry. During this time, 
the red tops of the Victorian era linked her 
to Prince Paul Esterhazy.

However, Lillie married Hugo de Bath in 
July 1899. In her final days, Lillie lived in 
Monaco while Hugo (who by this time had 
inherited his father’s baronetcy) lived in 
Venice in the Alpes Maritimes. Lillie died 
of pneumonia in Monte Carlo on 21st 
February 1929. At her request, she was 
buried in Jersey in her parents’ tomb.

Today you can still see the mosaic floors 
that were part of Lillie’s house in The 
Cadogan Hotel. The hotel honours their 
special resident with more mosaics and a 
restaurant that remembers her too. 

In another footnote of history, it was in the 
Cadogan Hotel where Oscar Wilde was 
arrested and about which John Betjeman 
wrote a poem. You can find it on You Tube 
spoken by Betjeman himself.  p

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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IT NEVER 
RAINS BUT 
IT POURS – 
LET’S HAVE 
SOME 
MORE!

A fter weeks of no rain, on 17th 
August the heavens opened and 
London (or at least parts of it) saw a 

deluge and chaos. Underground stations, 
cellars, streets, etc, were flooded. Victoria 
Station was flooded – not for the first time 
– but this time deeper than before. 

A Network Rail spokesperson said, “Not 
long after 3pm this afternoon, station 
colleagues at London Victoria noticed 
flooding at the main entrance due to heavy 
rainfall, with large volumes of water running 
down the slope leading towards the eastern 
concourse. Some retail units and platforms 
had to be closed.”

Professor Hannah Cloke, an expert in 
hydrology at the University of Reading, 
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explained previously why the rainfall would 
not be of significant help to end the drought, 
and could instead lead to dangerous floods 
in cities.

“If you get a heavy rain in a city, the 
drainage system can cope up to a point, but 
if there is really heavy rain, it can overwhelm 
the system and the rain cannot run away 
quick enough,” she said. 

Professor Cloke also highlighted how 
‘really, really dry’ parks result in there being 
nowhere for the water to run. She said, 
“Water tends to find the lowest pathway – 
that is why it is so dangerous for cities with 
these surface area floods, and is of concern 
to the tube and underground car parks and 
places like that.”

The real problem is exacerbated outside 
the cities. Our parks and gardens will be 
refreshed. We may have to replace some 
plants, even trees, clean out basements 
and generally clear up. However, the real 
concern is the water shortage generally and, 

of course, the crops which will be hugely 
reduced and the farm animals needing feed 
and water.

We await the next downpour. After weeks 
of drought, the ground is so hard it is 
unable to absorb water. As I write this, it 
has been raining for several hours. Every 
little helps, but we need days of rain to end 
the drought.

Your Editor went through Hyde Park on 
Saturday (20th August) and despite the 
hard ground, there were significant signs 
of green coming back. It is amazing how 
quickly grass will recover from drought.
 
Through 1976 there was a continued 
succession of dry months, until a very 
sudden change to wet weather came 
during September and thereafter. Perhaps 
the Government should replicate the 
situation when they appointed a minister 
for drought and, within four days, the 
heavens opened!  p

Victoria Stations

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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THE WORLD’S OLDEST 
COMPUTER?

We have previously given you the 
history of the Babbage computer 
and the first recognised idea for a 

programme from Ada Lovelace. However, 
there may be a yet older computer. In 1900 
a crew of divers discovered a shipwreck 
off the tiny island of Antikythera. The 
vessel is believed to date back to 178 
BCE, making the computer, known as 
the Antikythera Mechanism (Mechanism), 
2000 years old! It represents the ancient 
Greek view of the Universe. Although the 
Mechanism had been recovered at the 
beginning of the 20th century, it was not 
until the 1970s that its true importance 
was recognised. In the 1900s they did 
not have the knowledge and ability to 
recognise and understand what the 
Mechanism was and represented.

It has been established that the Mechanism 
is the first known astronomical calendar 
being a complex system which can track 
and predict the cycles of the solar system. 
It might be regarded as a sophisticated 
calculator as it cannot be reprogrammed, 
but its ability to predict the cycles of the 
solar system is more of a ‘computer’ and 
not just a technical instrument. 

Its Greek engineers created this mechanical 
computer with extraordinary precision. In 
2006 high-resolution x-rays revealed the 
true purpose of the Mechanism. It was able 
to predict celestial events and eclipses with 
again extraordinary accuracy.

When first made, the Mechanism was 
about the size of a shoe box, with dials 
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on both its front and back faces. A handle 
or knob on the side of the box enabled 
the user to turn the trains of gears inside 
– originally there were considerably more 
gears than the 30 that still survive. On the 
front, pointers showed where the sun and 
moon were in the sky, and there was a 
display of the phase of the moon. On the 
rear, dials displayed a 19-year cycle of 
lunar months – the 18.2 year ‘Saros Cycle’ 
of lunar and solar eclipses, and even a 
four-year cycle of athletic competitions 
including the Olympic Games.

The newly read inscriptions include 
passages about what stars were just 
becoming visible – or about to be lost in the 
glare of the sun – at different times of year. 
The style of these passages is very close 
to that of a well-known astronomical text 
by Greek astronomer and mathematician, 
Geminos, from the First Century BC. Not 
only does this tie in perfectly with the 
presumed date of the shipwreck (around 60 
BC), but also the latitude – which is implied 
by stellar data to be mid-Mediterranean – 
which would fit nicely with the Mechanism 

EVERY LITTLE HELPS –
If any of our readers are Amazon 
customers and have not signed 
up yet to their charitable “Smile” 
scheme you should note that The 
Belgravia Society is now a member. 
Amazon will contribute 0.5% out of 
any purchase you make. It may not 
be a lot on its own, but little sums 
add up and we need donations 
to fund our magazine and other 
activities. 

originating on the island of Rhodes, from 
where there is a contemporary historic 
record from the writer Cicero of such 
devices.

The manufacture of this device with 
its complex structures, wheels, gears 
and even inscriptions was itself an 
extraordinary achievement. Scientists 
are still working on the Mechanism to try 
to establish its full capabilities. There is 
nothing new under the sun.  p

All you need to do to join the scheme 
is go to smile.amazon.co.uk. You 
can then put our full name – “The 
Belgravia Society” – in the search 
box and confirm. That’s all there is to 
it. When you next go into Amazon, 
type in “smile.amazon” instead of 
just “Amazon”, then just carry on as 
normal. Nothing else is necessary.  
The donation is automatic on 
completion of any purchase.

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
http://smile.amazon.co.uk
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MOZART IN 
BELGRAVIA
BY PETER WYETH

180 Ebury Street is one of the 
oldest houses in Belgravia 
and housed Mozart, his 

father and his brilliant elder sister from  
6th August to the end of September 1764. 
London was just one stop on a Mozart 
family grand tour of 1763-66. 

Wolfgang and his sister Maria seemed to 
thrive on their hectic schedule and at the 
end of their first week in Vienna, Mozart’s 
father, Leopold, sent home in effect 
over two years’ salary, but England was 
“known for the enthusiasm with which it 
received continental musicians and the 
extravagance with which it rewarded 
them”.

Mozart was only eight when he arrived 
in London. At four, he had begun a piano 
concerto with a phenomenal sense 
of pitch, and one Baron Von Grimm 
exclaimed: “For once in my life, I have seen 
a miracle”.

Four days after their arrival in England, 
the children were playing before George 
III and 19-year-old Queen Charlotte 
Sophia. Next, Mozart was asked by the 
King to play pieces by Handel and JC 
Bach, and he accompanied the Queen 
as she sang an aria, and improvised on a 
Handel aria, producing “the most beautiful 
melody in such a manner that everyone 
was astonished”. He was advertised for a 
charity concert as “the most extraordinary 
Prodigy, and most amazing Genius that  
has appeared in any Age”.

The Mozarts’ first London lodgings were 
above a barber’s shop in Cecil Court, off  
St Martin’s Lane, but moved to Ebury 
Street – then Five Fields Row, a semi-rural 
retreat – as a suitable place for Mozart’s 
father to recover from an inflammation 
of the throat: “Prepare your heart to hear 
one of the saddest events”, he wrote in 
anticipation of his own imminent demise.
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If you have a CAF account, IT is an 
easy way to donate to the Society. 

Please do help us to maintain  
our work for Belgravia, and our 

community magazine. 

During Leopold’s illness, the children were 
forbidden to play music as the house had 
to be quiet, so “in order to occupy himself”, 
as his sister recalled, Wolfgang turned 
to composition. He was inspired to write 
symphonies after meeting JC Bach, the 
youngest son of JS Bach, who became 
a family friend. Bach and eight-year-old 
Wolfgang played a sonata, taking turns to 
play a few bars, and “anyone not watching 
would have thought it was played by one 
person alone”.

Mozart aged 7

Wolfgang soon 
completed his 
first symphony 
and started his 
eventual fourth, alongside a  
possible “Symphony No. 0”,  
sketched in Wolfgang’s notebook. 

At the end of September, with Leopold’s 
recovery, the family moved to lodgings in 
Soho. After his illness and with uncertain 
earning prospects, Leopold worried 
about the high costs of living in London, 
eventually resorting to increasingly 
desperate measures, including the children 
performing daily at the Swan and Harp Inn 
for a mere two shillings and sixpence, like a 
travelling circus or a family of acrobats.

Leopold regarded England as a godless, 
expensive, culinary wasteland, deploring 
the English habit of “guzzling solidified 
fat” (dripping), and the Mozarts left for the 
continent in July 1765.

Installed in Ebury Street in 1939, Mozart’s 
stay was marked by a sepia tablet with 
cream lettering (top right).  p

PLANNING ADVICE
If you get a notice of a planning 
application near you and you  
want advice, telephone our 

dedicated helpline: 
07578 969509

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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Opera Prelude Auditions 2022
The Garrison Chapel 

Chelsea Barracks SW1W 8DS

Tuesday 20th September
10.30am-3.30pm (lunch break 1-1.30pm)

Join us as we audition the next generation of operatic talent for the Opera 
Prelude 2022/23 Young Artists Programme. Candidates will each sing two 
contrasting operatic arias and have a brief interview with a panel of experts  

and the Opera Prelude Artistic Board. 

Participants are taken on for an initial period of one year during which time they 
will have access to a range of performance opportunities and support including 

a series of concerts, lecture recitals and events as well as participation in the 
Opera Prelude Outreach Programme and a Masterclass with a top flight singer. 

Opera Prelude welcomes applications from talented individuals from all 
backgrounds under 30 years of age, with proven performance ability. 

Book via the website www.operaprelude.org 
or telephone 020 7183 7323 

Tickets £35

http://www.operaprelude.org
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BRIGHTER BELGRAVIA 
CREATING A WILDLIFE OASIS 

BY SARA OLIVER

We have had a sizzling hot summer 
and the rain has only just started 
to bring relief as I write this latest 

article. With water shortages, it has been 
vital to keep the wildlife hydrated. Water 
bowls, bird baths, filling up troughs and 
ponds, all serve to help survive the searing 
heat we have had lately. If this is a sign of 
the times, then it is essential we prepare 
for the future and get planting for wildlife.

Hedgerows should be a vital patchwork in 
our parks and squares. They are beautiful, 
shifting with seasonal colours, and can 
provide homes, shelter and corridors for 
wildlife. Garden squares in Belgravia are 
ideal for providing a haven and shelter from 
heat in summer and heavy rains in winter. 
Hedgehog highways should be considered 
when planting, for any future occupation.

• Wood piles provide shelter and food 
such as molasses and algae attracting 
insects.

• Mini ponds/bog gardens attract a 
multitude of thirsty wildlife.

• Rockeries provide winter habitats for 
newts and frogs.

• Wildflower meadows and plants provide 
nectar and pollen for bees, butterflies 
and other insects. We recommend 
planting with seedball.co.uk as they 
are completely self-contained and can 
be planted anywhere to brighten dull 
patches in London. 

• Wild corners in parks, squares and 
gardens allow nettles and weeds 
to take over and provide food for 
caterpillars and privacy for small 
creatures.

• Bird, bat boxes, bug hotels, bee and 
hedgehog homes placed in trees and 
buildings, walls, quiet spaces, and roof 
areas for encouragement.

A self-contained habitat in varying colours 
and sizes to suit anywhere around 
Belgravia and London: schools, corporate 
responsibilities, commercial and community 
concourse, offices, hotels, roofs, shops, 
streets and terraces; these habitats provide 
most of the above and look beautiful too – 
www.bioscapes.co.uk. 

As we head into Autumn, let’s continue to 
find ways to improve lives for wildlife with 
which we share our surroundings. Let’s help 
improve wellbeing and give encouragement 
and protection for all.

Sources: British Hedge Preservation 
Society / The Countryside Charity / 
rewildingbelgravialondon.co.uk

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
http://seedball.co.uk
http://www.bioscapes.co.uk
http://rewildingbelgravialondon.co.uk
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PARK LANE

We have just received an e-mail 
from Transport for London 
inviting us to have our say 

about Park Lane. There is one paragraph 
which is headed “How do you know that 
more people will cycle in London and in 
Park Lane?” I cannot speak for London 
as a whole, but I can for Park Lane as I 
regularly travel from Grosvenor Gardens 
to Marble Arch by bus. Generally, I see 
no more bicycles than I can count on the 
fingers one hand. Occasionally, I do need 
to use a second hand, but sometimes 
there are none. The wording of the letter 
is somewhat disingenuous. It tells us 
20% more cycles were used in 2022 than 
in 2021. On the basis of 20% more than 
I have seen, then I still have plenty of 
fingers to count them.

TfL tells us, they have seen 2400 cycle trips 
on Park Lane. They do not tell us in what 
period or whether that includes the ones 
in the Park. I imagine over time it could 
ratchet up those numbers. 
On the daily use, there is absolutely no 
justification for the increase in traffic and 
pollution using the cycle lane. There are 

cycle lanes in Hyde Park itself and Tfl claim 
the growing numbers will make Hyde Park 
less attractive. It is difficult to understand 
the thinking behind these statements, 
other than to try to justify continuing with 
the Park Lane cycle lane. Based on the 
evidence there is no justification for the 
cycle lane in Park Lane.. We are told that 
a formal consultation will be launched in 
the Autumn. If you get the chance do let Tfl 
know what you think.

GROSVENOR 
GARDENS HOUSE

The building is now swathed in scaffolding. 
The acoustic tunnels to cut noise down are 
in place. Your Editor attended the last 
community meeting. I understand that 
much of the interior of the building has 
been stripped down and anything 
important boxed ready for consideration as 
to use again. 

Apparently, there are very large number of 
fireplaces, some better quality than others, 
in storage. However, it had been the case 
that the rear part of the building was to be 
demolished and should have started last 
week. Apparently, the owners asked the 
contractors not to start, while they gave 
further consideration to the matter.

We will report again.  p
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INFORMATION 
FROM WESTMINSTER 
CITY COUNCIL
We received the new Westminster Council 
Magazine at the end of July. As usual there were 
many items of local interest. The new administration 
usefully listed with photos all the Councillors as well 
as their Wards. 

WCC also published a list of “General Contact 
Details”. You can easily see who to call about 
Council Tax, Benefits, the Business Unit and others. 
However, the four most likely details needed were 
not there – rubbish collection, noise, planning and 
licensing. Perhaps contact details will be published 
in the next magazine? Maybe they are all working 
from home and can’t deal with telephone calls.  p
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POLICING AND LOCAL 
BUSES MATTER

FROM TONY DEVENISH
GREATER LONDON 
COUNCIL MEMBER

HM Inspectorate of Constabulary  
has finally intervened to place 
the Met in “special measures”. 

The Mayor is London’s Police & Crime 
Commissioner, but does not appear 
to have taken account of the Met’s 
performance. We understand from your 
GLA Member, Tony Devenish, that the 
Mayor says it is not his fault; it seems 
strange the Police & Crime Commissioner 
did nothing, to the extent that special 
measures were taken to try to deal with 
the situation. We have lost faith in the Met 
Police and, to make it worse, the Belgravia 
Police Station is closed and is being sold 
off. Sadly, our local neighbourhood Police 
officers are leaving Belgravia. We hope 
they are replaced soon but the loss of 
local knowledge is much regretted. Street 
crime is on the increase and we have 
seen photos of attacks on members of the 
public by scooter riders stealing watches 
and other belongings, threatening victims 
with knives, machetes and even guns.

Gone are the days when we had our 
Police Station in Gerald Row. It was there 
from 1846 to 1993. The new station in 
Buckingham Palace Road replaced it.  
Now that too has closed. The Mayor  
clearly does not see the need for local 
police stations. We understand the Charing 
Cross police station will be our closest one. 
Depending where you start, it is nearly two 
miles away. Where are the police who used 
to walk our streets?

Tony also tells us that the bus cuts the 
Mayor is proposing are unnecessary. 
The Mayor claims he needs money from 
the Government. The Mayor has already 
received £5 billion since March 2020. He 
also seems to be targeting central London 
routes – Westminster, Kensington, Chelsea 
and Fulham. 

It seems an extraordinary strategy to cut 
travel by bus across the capital. This makes 
travel very difficult, time consuming and 
more expensive. Also, the loss of some of 
the most important bus routes will make 
it incredibly difficult to get to the capital’s 
hospitals without making multiple changes. 
It will particularly affect the elderly, the 
disabled, and young mothers with children. 
This is a wicked attack on the most 
vulnerable in our community. This is not 
the way to encourage people to use public 
transport or to serve the community.

Tony asks us to support the local 
campaigns of Councillors Rachael 
Robotham and Elizabeth Hitchcock to help 
the efforts to save our buses.  p
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Membership is open to residents and non-residents and is free

Name  ............................................................................................................  email  .......................................................................

Second name (if any)  .....................................................................................  email  .......................................................................

Address...............................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................

Telephone: Home ...........................................................................................  Work  .......................................................................

Mobile ............................................................................................................  Date  ........................................................................

By signing this Application I CONSENT and AGREE to The Belgravia Society  
sending emails to me until I unsubscribe or resign from the Society.

Signature(s):  ......................................................................................................................................

  Please let us know if you have any special interests, concerns or queries:
 

 
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS APPLICATION FORM TO THE PERSON WHO GAVE IT TO YOU OR EMAIL TO: info@thebelgraviasociety.com  
OR POST TO: 63 BELGRAVIA COURT  33 EBURY STREET  LONDON SW1W 0NY

Gift Aid declaration – for past, present and future 

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts made:

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.
    
£ Today £ In the past 4 years £ In the future
 

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate. Gift Aid is reclaimed by the Charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year.

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations  
in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

SIGNATURE(S)   .....................................................................................................................  DATE  ...................................................................................

ADDRESS  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Please notify the charity or CASC if you:
£ Want to cancel this declaration   £ Change your name or home address   £ No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid  
donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

PLEASE EMAIL THIS APPLICATION FORM TO: info@thebelgraviasociety.com  
OR POST TO:  63 BELGRAVIA COURT  33 EBURY STREET  LONDON SW1W 0NY
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