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The Belgravia Society Committee has 
been dealing with two main projects 
this month, that of disruption due to 

construction issues, and the spending of 
the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). 

The Society is working very closely with 
the Belgravia Neighbourhood Forum by 
amassing information about problematic 
SW1 developments over the past five years. 
These case studies will be included in the 
final plan. The aim is to reduce and maybe 
even to erase the relentless recurrence of 
persistent problems such as noise, traffic, 
out of hours work and early morning skip 
deliveries. We continue to lobby for the 
creation of liaison groups, especially those 
for large scale developments, many lasting 
for years. This is especially important for 
residents who live near the Cundy Street 
development. It gives one point of contact 
for neighbours for their complaints and 
issues. 
 
The issues surrounding construction also 
include the concerns about damage done 
to pavements and roadways by developers 
who disappear after completion of the 
work. Often residents and Westminster City 
Council are left to pay for extensive repairs to 
paving stones. I recently completed a series 
of party wall articles and was surprised by 
the large number of queries that we received 
which confirmed that local construction is a 
very raw and current topic. 
 

The Society has also been considering 
how the Neighbourhood Plan will be able 
to utilise the funding from the CIL Funds. 
Suggestions so far include repair work to 
the archway in Montrose Place and the 
maintenance of other local historic statues, 
and conducting surveys to assist with 
monitoring and reducing traffic flows and 
air pollution.
 
We continue our discussions with 
Westminster and Grosvenor to ensure that 
we maintain the heritage and history of the 
Belgravia area alongside developments. 
Our discussions with Grosvenor about 
their exciting plans in Motcomb Street 
and the area behind the Pantechnicon 
are progressing well. Grosvenor has 
started refurbishment work at the end of 
Lower Belgrave Street to the shops to 
transform them into one large restaurant. 
Your Committee think it will enhance that 
section of the street. Early discussions are 
proving very useful for all sides so that, 
together, we can continue to preserve the 
heritage of Belgravia whilst encouraging 
development. Our local businesses are 
vital, and we encourage our membership 
to support them, especially in these 
challenging times.  p

Editor’s note – see the article on 
Community Projects on page 8.

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
Helene Oratore 
is our Vice Chairman and a 
Committee member of the 
Belgravia Neighbourhood 
Forum. This is Helene’s 
message:
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One of the reasons I stood for 
Parliament was to secure a 
registration or licensing regime for 

short-term letting. I know, myself, how 
nightly lettings booked on the likes of 
AirBnB, Booking.com and other platforms 
can have a detrimental affect on the local 
neighbourhood. A small minority of those 
renting on these sites cause noise, anti-
social behaviour, and generate rubbish.

Since arriving in Parliament, I have held 
several meetings with Airbnb to really push 
them to support my calls for a registration 
scheme. If implemented, the scheme 
would require those renting their property 
to notify their local authority, empowering 
authorities to inform platforms about issues 
with listings in their area. Landlords would 
pay a small fee and have to show as part 
of their registration all the health and safety 
certification, insurance and permission from 
their mortgage provider and freeholder if 
necessary. The scheme would cross all 
short-term letting platforms, not just Airbnb.

MAKING 
PROGRESS WITH 
THE SHORT-TERM 
LETTINGS SECTOR
– NICKIE AIKEN MP

Airbnb is not shying away from the 
challenge. Instead, they are working with 
me to lead its industry to end short-term 
letting abuse. As one of the most prominent 
players in the industry, their support will 
hopefully galvanise the competition to 
come on board and back the scheme. 
Airbnb has responded to my call for action 
with a proposal to create a registration 
scheme for short-term lets. I am delighted 
that Airbnb took my views on board when 
developing their proposals. I was pleased 
that on the 11th June, the Government 
announced they would be launching a 
consultation on the introduction of a Tourist 
Accommodation Registration Scheme 
to which, once established, I encourage 
all Belgravia Society Magazine readers 
to contribute. More details will be on my 
website and across my Twitter, Facebook 
and Instagram pages, once launched.

Looking ahead, I will continue to make a 
case for the registration scheme and push 
ministers across Government to accept 

Nickie Aiken MP
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Airbnb’s recommendations. Legislative 
change will be required, but I am positive 
change will be achieved, and we can 
reduce the disruption to local people. 

Lastly, throughout the summer, I am looking 
for the ‘Two Cities’ best photographer. 
That’s why I’ll be launching my 
#TwoCitiesSummer Neil Jelley Photography 
Award to commemorate Neil Jelley, a 
well-known Westminster resident and 
photographer who sadly died earlier this 
year. Visit my website to find out how to 
enter and learn more.  p  

www.nickieaiken.org.uk

You can also find Nickie on Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram – @twocitiesnickie

If you would like to contact Nickie about any 
issue or concern, you can email:
nickie.aiken.mp@parliament.uk 
or call 020 7219 4553

Invitation to the next Society 
committee meeting

We would be delighted for you to join 
our video meeting. Please let us know 

by email if you wish to be linked in: 
info@thebelgraviasociety.com. 

We can only accept a limited number, 
so first come, first served. 

Our next video meeting is 
6th July 2021

PLANNING ADVICE
If you get a notice of a planning 

application near you and you want 
advice, telephone our dedicated helpline: 

07578 969509

WE ARE VERY PLEASED TO REPORT ANY DONATIONS YOU WISH TO 
MAKE TO THE BELGRAVIA SOCIETY MAY BE DONE THROUGH THE 
CHARITIES AID FOUNDATION (CAF). OUR CHARITY NUMBER IS 1168619. 

IF YOU HAVE A CAF ACCOUNT, THAT IS AN EASY WAY TO DONATE TO 
THE SOCIETY. PLEASE DO HELP US TO MAINTAIN OUR WORK FOR 
BELGRAVIA, AND OUR COMMUNITY MAGAZINE. 

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
http://www.nickieaiken.org.uk
mailto:info%40thebelgraviasociety.org?subject=
mailto:info%40thebelgraviasociety.org?subject=
http://
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ST BARNABAS SCHOOL  
– LEARNING FROM LATIN

S ince September 2014 every primary 
school in England has to offer a 
language as part of their curriculum.  

Although many pupils at St Barnabas 
already spoke additional languages 
outside school, the school was excited to 
develop the language curriculum for the 
pupils within Key Stage 2.
 
The school has developed a strong 
partnership with The Latin Programme 
(www.thelatinprogramme.co.uk) which 
has enhanced the language provision 
across Years 3-6. The teaching of Latin 
has developed enormously – no endless 
translations of Cato or Cicero, no chanting 
verbs in all the declensions, just a focus 
on the pure enjoyment of the subject. 
Songs form a large part of the curriculum, 
including a verb rap, a noun rap and the 
pupils’ favourite – a verb song set to 

“Wimoweh, The Lion Sleeps Tonight”; all 
accompanied by guitar. My favourite lesson 
was the class writing a letter home to their 
mother as if they were gladiators who had 
had a good day in the arena!

The benefits to our pupils have been 
immense. Since starting the Latin 
Programme, Year 6 pupils have scored 
(in Key Stage Two National Assessments, 
(SATS)) above the national average every 
year in grammar, punctuation and spelling 
tests. In 2019, the percentage of pupils 
achieving expected scores was above 
the national average for every subject. 
Consequently, when pupils move to 
secondary school, the meta language 
enables them to learn any other language 
with confidence as part of the school’s 
curriculum.
 
Pupils learn about Roman history and 
the Roman Gods, mainly through story 
telling, but they also learn grammar 
and vocabulary. There are many cross-
cultural links and the pupils build on 
their knowledge in a systematic way. 
Pupils cannot move on unless they 
have understood what they have learnt 
previously. For example, Year 5 pupils are 
taught the imperfect tense in English and 
Latin, before learning the imperfect passive. 
The main aim is not just pattern spotting, 
but using critical thinking and linguistic 
logic. They still do declensions but as part 
of a pattern spotting exercise. Vocabulary 
is carefully chosen so that pupils can build 

BY KATE MCCARTHY 
CHAIRMAN OF GOVERNORS 

Left: Cllr Christabel Flight and Nickie Aiken MP

http://www.thelatinprogramme.co.uk


a bank of words which they use to decode 
new ones. Through the development of 
language skills and understanding of 
etymology, pupils can work out words like 
‘pugnacious’ and ‘necromancy’ and explain 
their origin.  p

www.stbarnabasprimary.org.uk
 @StBarnabasSW1

stbarnabassw1

Editor’s note
In Praise of Latin – The information about 
Latin puts paid to the idea that Latin is 
a dead language. It is one which is now 
thriving again and, better still, educates. 
It is now taught in more schools. My own 
knowledge of foreign languages was very 
poor and all I did learn is now gone, except 
for Latin. I can still look at Latin mottos, 
numbers and words and understand them.

My recent trip to Orange Square to watch 
St Barnabas celebrate its Saints Day was 
a real pleasure. Seeing the youngsters, 
from three years old to senior school 
age, dancing, singing, playing musical 
instruments and generally showing their 
skills and quality of the school education 
was great. Also, the standard of behaviour 
was outstanding.  MR-L

Registered Chairty No. 1168619

BUILDING A STRONG 
COMMUNITY

To celebrate the past, 
improve the present,  

and engage the future
The more members we have, the 
louder our collective voice will be. 

JOIN US TODAY!

Benefits include:
• Monthly magazine
• Opportunity to join us at any  

of our monthly meetings
• Have your say on local matters
• Advice where possible  

on planning issues
• Invitation to our AGM  

and opportunity to vote

www.thebelgraviasociety.com/ 
online-membership-form

Please fill in the online form by  
clicking on the link above link. 

Alternatively, print the application  
form on page 19 and post your 

completed form to   
63 Belgravia Court 

33 Ebury Street
London SW1W 0NY
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The children of St Barnabas School celebrating 
Saints Day

http://www.stbarnabasprimary.org.uk
https://twitter.com/StBarnabasSW1
https://www.instagram.com/stbarnabassw1/
http://
https://www.thebelgraviasociety.com/join-us
https://www.thebelgraviasociety.com/join-us
http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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I t’s hard to believe that it is already June 
2021 and we are less than one year from 
the next Council elections which will be 

held in May 2022. As we are coming up to 
the end of this electoral cycle, the deadline 
for being able to spend the Ward budget, 
which has amassed over the past three 
years, is quickly approaching. 

Ward budgets are a useful resource that 
councillors can use with the input of the 
community to pay for projects within the 
Ward that will benefit residents. We are 
granted £46,000 per year to pay for these 
projects with the unused funds being rolled 

over to the next year. Due to life being 
put on hold for the past fifteen months 
since the start of the first lockdown, we 
have not had many asks from residents 
or community groups with applications 
for funding, so therefore the Ward budget 
currently stands at over £100,000 – and 
it will need to be spent on projects to be 
delivered by the end of March 2022.

Is there a road nearby that needs a deep 
clean? Is there an area that could benefit 
from some planting and greenery? Are 
you aware of a local group that is looking 
to help finance a special project? A list of 
Ward budget-funded projects going back 
many years can be found here along with 
further information about the ward budget 
programme and an application form:
www.westminster.gov.uk/ward-budgets.

We very much hope that you may come 
up with an idea or two. Now that we have 
come out of lockdown and life is (almost) 
back to normal again – we can look to the 
future and find ways to further improve 
life and our physical surroundings in 
Belgravia. We look forward to receiving 
your applications.

Cllr Tony Devenish   
tony.devenish@london.gov.uk 

Cllr Elizabeth Hitchcock 
ehitchcock@westminster.gov.uk

Cllr Rachael Robathan 
rrobathan@westminster.gov.uk

MONEY FOR 
COMMUNITY PROJECTS

Cllr Elizabeth Hitchcock

BY CLLR ELIZABETH HITCHCOCK

http://www.westminster.gov.uk/ward-budgets
mailto:tony.devenish%40london.gov.uk%20?subject=
mailto:ehitchcock%40westminster.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:rrobathan%40westminster.gov.uk?subject=
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LOCAL STREET 
NAMES PART 3 
BY JOE BRIGGS

The Grosvenors weren’t the only 
family to develop Belgravia and they 
weren’t the only ones to name its 

iconic streets. Like the Grosvenors, the 
Lowndes family trace their origins back to 
both Cheshire and William the Conqueror, 
with Guillaume de Loundes acting as 
one of William the Conqueror’s standard-
bearers. 

The family moved from Cheshire to 
Buckinghamshire in the late 16th Century 
and in 1687 William Lowndes (1652–1724) 
acquired Bury Manor in the town of 
Chesham. William was Secretary to the 
Treasury under King William III and Queen 
Anne, and he is famous for advising that one 
must “take care of the pence and the pounds 
will take care of themselves”. In 1700 he built 
Winslow Hall in the town of Winslow and 
later on, in 1723, he acquired “two parcels 
of meadow lying either side of the river 
Westbourne” on a spot of countryside just 
south of Knightsbridge in London. 

Fast-forward 100 years and another William 
Lowndes (1781-1831) teams up with a 
banker called Charles Lyall to develop the 
land in London which today gives us a 
whole host of local street names: Lowndes 
features in Lowndes Square, Lowndes Place, 
Lowndes Court, Lowndes Street and the now 
demolished Lowndes Terrace which housed 
the original Harvey Nichols. Chesham 
features in Chesham Close, Chesham Mews, 
Chesham Place and Chesham Street; and 
Lyall features in Lyall Street and Lyall Mews. 
Charles Lyall was married to Harriet Lyall, 
which gives us Harriet Street and Harriet 
Walk. The estate also includes William Mews 
and William Street, which makes sense given 
that pretty much every Lowndes man seems 
to have been called William as a tribute to the 
original Lowndes from 1066. Not so much 
time immemorial, as time as a memorial. 

It is no accident that large parts of the 
Lowndes estate are very similar in feel and 
character to the Grosvenor estate. Thomas 
Cubitt built both developments between 
1820 to 1840 and he lived at 3 Lyall Street, 
on the border between the two estates. 
George Basevi is famous for designing 
Belgrave Square, however, his work can 
also be seen in surviving parts of Lowndes 
Square, which is also said to have the 
highest percentage of anonymous Shell 
company ownership in the UK, accounting 
for some 40% of the houses in the  
square.  p

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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A s we drive around Belgravia, and 
many other areas, we may well 
notice blank windows inside the 

usual window frame. Do we know why? 
We understand the value of light to health 
now in a way which was not understood in 
years gone by. So why are these windows 
blanked out? This has a fascinating history. 

A tax on windows was first imposed in 
England in 1696. It remained in place until 
1851, after which the more enlightened 
campaigners understood the importance of 
light and air.

Originally, it was introduced to make up for 
losses to the Exchequer from coin clipping. 
(This was when less-than-honest individuals 
clipped a piece out of a coin and put enough 
together to make a new coin.)

The tax was based on the number of 
windows in the house. It was relatively easy 
to work out as a tax collector could count 
the windows from the outside as opposed 
to other forms of tax on interior items, such 
as fireplaces. In the early 18th Century there 
was a decline in revenue due to windows 
being blocked up. New houses were built 
with fewer windows and, in 1851, the year of 
the abolition of the tax, it had been reported 
that production of glass since 1810 was 

almost the same despite the increase in 
population and the building of new homes.

Following the Industrial Revolution, 
urbanisation and mass housing, crowded 
cities became the place where it was 
most likely that disease and epidemics 
originated. Lack of windows tended to 
create dark, damp tenements which were a 
source of ill-health.

Happily, in today’s enlightened times, much 
importance is given to light into homes. 
In fact, under English Common Law, it 
is known as an easement and enjoys a 
considerable degree of statutory protection. 
This is usually acquired so long as the 
claimant has occupied the property for at 
least 20 years and enjoyed unobscured 
light. There have been many alterations and 
changes, but the basic law remains. 

However, if you live in Belgravia, and 
Grosvenor is the landlord and sold you a 
freehold, they will almost certainly have 
taken away your right to light by excluding 
it from the deeds you hold to the property. 
That explains why the owners of properties 
in Mozart Terrace were not able to stop the 
overshadowing of their properties but had 
to rely on WCC to help.

You will still see buildings with a plaque 
or notice on them with the words “ancient 
lights”. This means the owner will claim 
the right to light from anyone that tries to 
interfere with it.

One of the best local examples of bricked 
up windows will be found on the corner of 
Ebury Street and Lower Belgrave Street. 
However, recently, as you will see from our 
photograph (see previous page), someone 
had used the spaces to put up colourful 
posters. They are gone now, but it was an 
interesting use of the blank window.  p

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com


12  |  THE BELGRAVIA SOCIETY MAGAZINE 

Just glancing through the Architect’s 
Journal I saw a photograph of this 
year’s Summer Pavilion. It caught 

my eye as I thought it was an interesting 
building to read more about. It turns out it 
has caused controversy with competing 
claims that it is not “sustainable”. 
Apparently, a great deal of concrete was 
required for the foundation, however, you 
will be pleased to learn that the concrete 
will in due course be removed and crushed 
and so it can be reused locally. The final 
view seems to be that it is carbon negative 
by 9000 tonnes. 

I was sorry to see that the report account 
of the elegant and unusual design was 
negative. The Pavilion seemed to me a 
much improved design by comparison with 
many of the previous pavilions. The first 

pavilion was built in 2000 by the world-
renowned architect, Zaha Hadid. In each 
year following, apart from the last two 
years as a result of the pandemic, there 
has been a different pavilion. (See pavilions 
from previous years here: www.archdaily.
com/790106/round-up-the-serpentine-
pavilion-through-the-years.) While many 
are eye-catching, I think the one from 
2021 is the best. However, I am a bit of a 
dinosaur – others may have different views.

I most certainly disagree with the review I 
have read, describing it as a great space to 
stop, sit in and chat, but more like a stage 
set than a building. I do recommend a visit 
and you can make up your own mind. It 
is in a wonderful setting and, if the sun is 
shining, is a perfect place to visit for an 
afternoon.  p

SERPENTINE SUMMER 
PAVILION OF 2021 

Interior and exterior views of 
the new Serpentine Pavilion

http://www.archdaily.com/790106/round-up-the-serpentine-pavilion-through-the-years
http://www.archdaily.com/790106/round-up-the-serpentine-pavilion-through-the-years
http://www.archdaily.com/790106/round-up-the-serpentine-pavilion-through-the-years


CHESTNUT BAKERY 
STAY LOCAL, SHOP LOCAL
BY HELENE ORATORE

A lthough The Belgravia Society is predominantly a 
residents’ amenity association, it actively supports the 
local businesses in SW1. The Society’s mantra is ‘’stay 

local, shop local’’. We encourage residents to frequent all 
local businesses; our support is vital if they are to survive. 

For some time now, there has been a positive move to improve 
the shops along the lower part of Elizabeth Street which joins 
the Buckingham Place Road. The latest arrival is Chestnut 
Belgravia, a bakery and café which opened on 17th May. They 
have a young, friendly and very enthusiastic team and Zara, 
who served me, confirmed that the aim of the bakery is “to 
celebrate the international baking traditions in the golden age 
of breadmaking’’. 

There is a wide selection of bread and loaves which are all 
made on the premises. If you have time, stay and watch 
the bread being made in the oven to the side of the shop. 
Everything is sensibly priced and extremely tasty. They sell 
sourdough loaves with chocolate and olives, and one may also 
purchase bread from their ‘around the world’ selection, such as 
challah rolls, focaccia, fougasse, baguettes, bagels and ka’ak.

In addition, there is a generous selection of pastries, desserts 
and savoury dishes to sample in a very pleasant and relaxed 
environment. To the rear of the restaurant is a retracting roof 
which is perfect on warm summer days.  p
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Two large building 
developments are reaching 
the end of the building phase. 
Soon the contractors will 
vacate the sites and the fitting 
out stages will be completed.

Peninsula Hotel

We had a Community Liaison meeting 
on 15th June. We were very pleased to 
meet the Managing Director of the hotel, 
Sonja Vodusek. This was the first physical 
meeting since the pandemic started. We 
met in the courtyard, the concrete slabs 
now being in place. The last time we saw 
the site, there was no floor and we looked 
down into the basements areas. 

The project started in 2017 with the 
demolition of the office blocks on the site. 
The superstructure itself was completed in 
2019. Cranes 5 and 6 have been removed 
and the remaining two will be removed in 
the first quarter of 2022. That will improve 
the skyline. We expect to have one more 
liaison meeting only, as the work of the 
contractors is almost at an end.

The Chinese restaurant, boutique, guest 
bedrooms and other work will be completed 
by the end of September. The façade and 
the rest of the fit-out will be completed and 
the commissioning will all be done by the 
first quarter of 2022. After that there will be 
rigorous inspections and testing of systems 
that will take many months before the first 
guests will be welcomed. The hotel may 
not be formally opened for some time, but 
at least all the work will be finished and 
residents will be able to move freely around 
the site and see an end to the traffic and all 
the inconvenience of the construction work.

I look forward to seeing the interior and 
especially visiting the Chinese restaurant.

Cleveland Clinic 
Anyone walking past 33 Grosvenor Place 
will immediately notice the removal of the 
gantry and all the scaffolding from the 
front façade. Our picture today shows the 
building free of all the paraphernalia of the 
construction. It took 17 days for the gantry 
to be removed and the bus lane was closed. 
Noise was being monitored very carefully, 
and spanners and wrenches used to avoid 
disturbing residents when night work was 
progressing.

DEVELOPMENTS
COMING TO THE END

Sonja Vodusek



Finishing off the exterior is taking place. 
Scaffolding is due to be removed in Wilton 
Street, Chester Street and Grosvenor Place 
where it has not already gone.

Most of the work now will take place in 
connection with the interior work. Part of 
the substation will be turned on in August 
to provide gas to the building. The north 
tower crane and the south tower crane 
have been removed. Stonework will be 
completed in August and pavement works 
commence. The fitting out of the interior 
theatres will be completed in August and 
the reception in September and it is hoped 
construction will be completed in that 
month as well.

Just as a reminder, the Cleveland Clinic 
will comprise a neurology suite with 
rehabilitation facilities, eight operating 
theatres, an imaging centre incorporating 
the latest MRI and CT scan equipment, 
pharmacy and laboratories, to support  
the day case rooms and 184 patient  
rooms. The fitting out of these facilities  
will continue. 

The Clinic is set for completion next year. 
Like the Peninsula, it will then be subject 
to all the usual inspections and testing 
equipment before it is ready to take in 
patients.

We look forward to seeing the Clinic  
open.  p
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RECYCLING  
IN WESTMINSTER
A ROYAL VISIT BY HRH 
THE PRINCESS ROYAL

During the pandemic, recycling 
and rubbish collection, and street 
cleaning has continued as normal. 

Hats off to the Veolia Westminster 
employees who carried out the service 
for the benefit of all of us. 

At the end of May, Her Royal Highness, 
the Princess Royal visited the Waste 
Management Facility in Southwark that 
takes the majority of Westminster’s 
recycling. Veolia Westminster team was 
thanked for all its work and maintaining 
the quality of service. 

The Princess Royal also saw zero 
emission electric vehicles including an 
e-sweeper and an e-tricycle which are 
currently operating in Westminster.  p

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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The Belgravia Society has a large 
membership and two of the most 
common complaints we receive 

from our members are related to traffic 
and road traffic pollution. Pollution is 
one of the most serious environmental 
challenges facing London.

The Society has continued to be at the 
forefront of campaigning for both the 
reduction of road traffic pollution by way 
of the redirection of vehicles out of the 

Belgravia area and for the minimising of 
rat running along our generally quiet SW1 
streets. The largest threat to disrupting this 
peaceful status quo took nearly two years 
of the committee’s time to quash. Nearly 
600 objections were submitted, endless 
hours of lobbying, countless meetings 
attended, boxes of leaflets delivered, all 
to try and overturn a negative new traffic 
layout for the Belgravia area. This was TFL’s 
plan to move traffic from Grosvenor Place 
to Wilton, Chester and Chapel Streets. 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
MATTERS – POLLUTION 
AND TRAFFIC
BY HELENE ORATORE
VICE CHAIRMAN
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This scheme was suggested by a major 
stakeholder (supported by the only other 
local amenity association in the area) in 
order to make major building work projects 
along the Buckingham Palace Road and in 
the Victoria area easier.  

The Society was the only group to object 
to this potentially catastrophic new plan. 
We paid for traffic surveys to provide 
evidence of the damaging changes which 
would introduce vehicles into the area. Had 
the new scheme been approved, nearly 
5,000 additional vehicles each day would 
have been forced into the quiet streets of 
Belgravia. 

The result has been to keep traffic on 
Grosvenor Place, which is a major red 
route, and out of the historic streets of 
Belgravia. A superb result which was only 
possible by the overwhelming response 
and support from our membership.

The Belgravia Neighbourhood Forum 
is also determined to include traffic 
and pollution reduction measures in 
its final plan for the Belgravia area. 
The Committee is currently discussing 
utilising the experience of Westminster 
Council officers, NPP and Urban 
Movement to assist them with this task. 

We recognise that, ultimately, there 
needs to be a balance between 
maintaining access into Belgravia for 
deliveries and service vans, but also to 
control traffic and pollution levels. 

If you are not already a member, please 
consider joining the Society and help us 
continue to monitor traffic in SW1. 

Membership is free and, by joining, you 
will be contributing to our mission to 
celebrate the past, improve the present 
and engage the future.  p

The Marble Arch mound 
construction continues.  
It will complete in July.

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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KNIGHTSBRIDGE & BELGRAVIA WARD 
Cllr Rachel Robathan (Con) leader@westminster.gov.uk 
Cllr Tony Devenish (Con) tony.devenish@london.gov.uk 
Cllr Elizabeth Hitchcock (Con) ehitchcock@westminster.gov.uk 
Tel no for all  020 7641 3411

Surgeries by telephone only for the time being. Please telephone 020 7641 3411.

WARWICK WARD
Cllr Christabel Flight (Con) cflight@westminster.gov.uk 
Cllr Nickie Aiken (Con) nickie.aiken.mp@parliament.uk
Cllr Jacqui Wilkinson (Con) jwilkinson@westminster.gov.uk 
Tel no for Cllr Aiken  020 7641 3255 
Tel no for Cllrs Flight and Wilkinson  020 7641 3411

Surgeries by telephone only until further notice. For the time being, please use telephone 
number 020 7641 5377.

CHURCHILL WARD
Cllr Murad Gassanly (Con)  mgassanly@westminster.gov.uk 
Tel no 020 7641 5377

If you require help and/or support with a problem, email Councillor Gassanly or call at the 
above telephone number. Councillor Gassanly’s monthly drop-in advice surgeries (City of 
Westminster Housing South Area Advice Centre, 137 Lupus Street, London SW1V 3HE) 
are currently on hold. Call or email for information. 

Cllr Shamim Talukder (Lab) stalukder@westminster.gov.uk
Tel no 020 7641 4299

Surgeries, usually held on the second Thursday of the month, 7-8pm, are currently on 
hold. Please call or email for updates.

Postal address for all Councillors:  Westminster City Hall 
  64 Victoria Street, London SW1E 6QP 

COUNCILLORS’ SURGERIES AND CONTACT DETAILS

mailto:leader%40westminster.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:tony.devenish%40london.gov.uk?subject=


Registered Charity No: 1168619
An amenity society recognised by the City of Westminster

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Membership is open to residents and non-residents and is free

Name  ............................................................................................................  email  .......................................................................

Second name (if any)  .....................................................................................  email  .......................................................................

Address...............................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................

Telephone: Home ...........................................................................................  Work  .......................................................................

Mobile ............................................................................................................  Date  ........................................................................

By signing this Application I CONSENT and AGREE to The Belgravia Society  
sending emails to me until I unsubscribe or resign from the Society.

Signature(s):  ......................................................................................................................................

  Please let us know if you have any special interests, concerns or queries:
 

 
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS APPLICATION FORM TO THE PERSON WHO GAVE IT TO YOU OR EMAIL TO: info@thebelgraviasociety.com  
OR POST TO: 63 BELGRAVIA COURT  33 EBURY STREET  LONDON SW1W 0NY

Gift Aid declaration – for past, present and future 

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts made:

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.
    
£ Today £ In the past 4 years £ In the future
 

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate. Gift Aid is reclaimed by the Charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year.

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations  
in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

SIGNATURE(S)   .....................................................................................................................  DATE  ...................................................................................

ADDRESS  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Please notify the charity or CASC if you:
£ Want to cancel this declaration   £ Change your name or home address   £ No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid  
donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

PLEASE EMAIL THIS APPLICATION FORM TO: info@thebelgraviasociety.com  
OR POST TO:  63 BELGRAVIA COURT  33 EBURY STREET  LONDON SW1W 0NY

http://
mailto:info%40belgraviasociety.org?subject=
http://
http://
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