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2021 has been another really tough year 
and, whilst we all hope that the worst is 
behind us, we remain weary of a future that 
continues to threaten three essential inter-
linked ingredients for our survival: our well-
being, our livelihoods and our communities.

Whilst my analysis is overly simplistic, it 
does, in my mind, highlight the importance 
of community and the role that it has had 
and continues to have in our well-being and 
our livelihoods.

Therefore, as we set out on the road to 2022, 
I would like to thank all who have helped us 
get so far and achieve so much:

•	 Thank	you	to	all	our	members	for	your	
relentless and continuing support. Please 
remember this is your Society and your 
voice counts.

•	 Thank	you	to	David	Balden	(Caledonian	
Club)	and	Knut	Wylde	(Berkeley	Hotel)	for	
their	continuing	support	in	these	difficult	
times.

•	 Thank	you	to	the	Leader	of	WCC,	
Councillor Rachael Robathan and her 
team for their seemingly endless energy 
in	their	fight	to	protect	our	community;	
thank you to Councillor Tony Devenish 
for	his	fearless	struggles	at	the	GLA;	
and thank you to Cllrs Robatham and 

Hitchcock for your contributions to 
this Magazine and all your work in the 
Ward;	and	Councillor	Devenish,	too,	for	
his Ward work.

•	 Thank	you	to	our	Member	of	
Parliament, Nickie Aiken MP, for her 
contributions to this Magazine, and her 
campaigns to protect our community 
(her	Pedicabs	Bill;	lobbying	to	repeal	to	
outdated	Vagrancy	Act;	Staying	Safe	
Online;	Tackling	Short-Term	Lets,	and	
many	other	issues	that	affect	us).

•	 Thank	you	to	Belgravia’s	major	
stakeholders for encouraging and 
facilitating consultation, and thank you 
to Grosvenor for listening.

•	 Thank	you	to	our	local	businesses	and	
Traders’ Associations for believing in 
the future opportunities that Belgravia 
can	offer.

•	 Thank	you	to	our	Health	and	
Emergency Services for protecting and 
caring for our loved ones.

•	 Thank	you	to	the	unsung	heroes	
who, every day, carry out little acts 
of kindness, making sure our fellow 
residents are helped and cared for.

Finally, thank you to the Belgravia Society 
Committee and Trustees for your good 
counsel and commitment to serve the 
community of Belgravia.  p

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
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Happy new year! After an incredibly 
challenging 2021, I’m hoping 2022, 
once we’ve tackled the Omicron 

variant, will bring back the green shoots of 
optimism we were slowly beginning to see.

In the previous edition of the Belgravia Society 
Magazine	I	reflected	on	2021	and	some	of	my	
key campaign successes. In this edition I want 
to share my goals and how I will continue 
working for the people of Belgravia in 2022.

BelgraviaWORKING FOR 

IN 2022 BY NICKIE AIKEN MP

Nikki Aiken MP discussing the  
Online Safety Bill with  

Chris Philp MP
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Firstly, following my campaign to upgrade 
the UK’s newborn baby screening 
programme, the Chancellor announced a 
pioneering newborn screening programme 
which will detect over 200 rare diseases, 
up from the current 9 detected now. Over 
the next few months, I’ll be focusing on 
the upcoming Women’s Health Strategy 
and,	specifically,	how	we	can	improve	
baby loss and bereavement services. Our 
bereavement midwives do an incredible 
job during the tragic loss of a child and 
I’ve been working with Jane Scott and 
Lauren Petrie, Bereavement Midwives at 
St Mary’s Hospital in Paddington, as well 
as	Maria	Caulfield	MP,	Minister	for	Health,	
to raise the standard when it comes to 
baby loss bereavement and awareness. 
Over recent years, St Mary’s Hospital has 
transformed their maternity ward so that 
anyone experiencing the devastating loss 
of a child will have the support and privacy 
they deserve. I’m working to get their 
transformation rolled out nationwide and 
included in the Women’s Health Strategy.

A second key area I’m working on is the 
Online Safety Bill. I have been campaigning 
to ensure online fraud is included as a 
priority harm in the Bill, meaning that 
companies would have to take a proactive 
approach to take fraudulent content down. 
I am delighted, following my lobbying of 

Ministers, including Economic Secretary 
to the Treasury, John Glen MP, Minister for 
Security, Damian Hinds MP, and Minister 
for Technology and Digital Economy, 
Chris Philp MP, that the Committee for 
the Online Safety Bill has recommended 
amendments to the legislation, and 
included my calls to tackle online fraud. 
I’m continuing to build the case for why the 
amendment is desperately needed, and 
I want to know what fraudulent or scam 
activity you have encountered whilst online. 
Share your experiences, and tell me your 
views at nickie.news/OnlineSafetyBill. 
It is staggering that a third of all crime in 
England and Wales is fraud, and Action 
Fraud, based in the Cities of London and 
Westminster, believes that 85% of all 
scams rely on the internet. I’m lobbying for 
change, and I want to hear from you.

The Women’s Health Strategy and Online 
Safety Bill are just two areas where I’ll be 
working for Belgravia over the coming year, 
but I will continue my work on e-scooter 
safety, pedicab regulation, repeal of the 
vagrancy act, tackling short-lets disruption, 
and rebuilding our economy post-COVID, 
to name just a few. As we step into 2022, 
I wish you all the best and, if there are 
any issues that you think I may help with, 
please email me at nickie.aiken.mp@
parliament.uk  p

Nickie Aiken MP with the Health Minister, 
Maria Caulfield at St Marys Hospital

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
http://nickie.news/OnlineSafetyBill
mailto:nickie.aiken.mp%40parliament.uk?subject=
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old Roman satirist’s line: Maxima quæque 
domus servis est plena superbis – every 
great house is full of proud servants.”

POSTSCRIPT
My next series for the Magazine will be 
on “Chips in Belgravia”, where I will cover 
Belgravia-themed extracts from Simon 
Heffer’s	recent	publication	of	“Henry	
‘Chips’ Channon: The Diaries”, published 
by Random House. In London, Chips lived 
at	6	Buckingham	Street	(now	Buckingham	
Place),	21	St	James	Street	(destroyed	
in	WWII),	and	5	Belgrave	Square	(where	
he lived from 1936 onwards). There is 
quite simply too much fun, gossip and 
excitement about Belgravia in the diaries 
for this content to go missed by local 
residents today.  p

It has been tremendous fun researching 
the local history of Belgravia over the 
past 12 months and a joy to share 

articles and stories on a range of themes 
such as local street names, boundaries, 
James Bond and the Blitz, as well as the 
lost pubs, clubs and waterways of the 
area.	I	round	off	this	series	with	one	final	
story about Belgravia, taken from Edward 
Walford’s “The Western Suburbs: Belgravia, 
Old	and	New	London	(London,	1878)”.	It	is	
clear that if George III had his way, Belgravia 
would not exist, at least not in the way it 
does today. George III originally planned to 
buy the land that today makes up Belgravia 
for £20,000 in order to extend the private 
gardens of Buckingham Palace. When 
Prime Minister George Grenville refused to 
issue the required sum from the Treasury, 
the land instead began to be developed, 
starting with a new row of houses along 
Grosvenor Place that, to this day, overlook 
the private gardens and walkways of 
Buckingham Palace. George III was not at 
all pleased.

The area had previously been regarded as a 
marshy backwater and it took a while for it 
to become fashionable. One early resident 
was Lord Hatherton who moved in the 
1830s from Portman Square to a house in 
the new development on Grosvenor Place. 

“When Lord Hatherton changed his 
residence, his servants gave him warning as 
they could not, they said, go into such an 
unheard of part of the world as Grosvenor 
Place. Verily, there is as much truth today 
as there was two thousand years ago in the 

HISTORY SERIES  Postscript Diamond
BY JOE BRIGGS

Map of Buckingham Palace from 1800 with the 
new row of houses on Grosvenor Place clearly 
separating the palace gardens from the open 
fields to the south-west. Those fields are now 
known as Belgravia. 



We are all familiar with the beautiful 
diamond headpiece worn 
by the Queen, known as the 

Diamond Diadem. A diadem is a jewelled 
crown or headband worn as a symbol of 
sovereignty.	It	is	not	officially	part	of	the	
Crown Jewels but often referred to as 
the State Diadem. As we approach the 
Queen’s	Platinum	Jubilee	and	reflect	on	
Her Majesty’s 70 years of service, this 
is one of the most iconic symbols of our 
Sovereign.

The Diamond Diadem was made in 1820 
for King George IV. While diadems can 
technically be worn by both men and 
women, headpieces labelled ‘diadem’ 
are commonly worn by women. However, 
George IV commissioned the Diadem and 
it was arranged as part of a headdress he 
wore for his Coronation.

The Diadem is worn by Queens regnant 
and Queens consort in procession 
to Coronations and State Openings 
of Parliament. It has been featured in 
paintings. It has been worn by every queen 
and queen consort from Queen Adelaide, 
the wife of William IV, onwards. 

The Diadem was reset with jewels from 
the royal collection for Queen Victoria. 

Queen Elizabeth II wore the Diadem 
in the procession to her Coronation 

in 1953, and she also wears it in the 
procession to and from the annual State 
Opening of Parliament. When not in use, 
the Diadem is usually on display in the 
Queen’s Gallery at Buckingham Palace. It 
is neither a crown nor a tiara and does not 
appear in the list of the Crown Jewels.

The word diadem originates from the Greek 
diadein which means ‘to bind around’. 
Basically, the word diadem was used to 
describe any circular piece worn on the 
head to symbolise status and power. Taken 
in this context, crowns, tiaras, circlets 
and other royal headpieces are all sub-
categories of the generic term diadem. 
There is an abundance in items named as 
tiaras and many crowns, there are only very 
few named as diadems.
 
Although the Diamond Diadem is not worn 
that often, it is the one we are most familiar 
with as we see it every day on our postage 
stamps and coins. United Kingdom 
postage stamps are not required to have 
the country of origin printed on them so 
long as the Queen’s image appears. It 
takes two forms: on the commemorative 
stamps the Queen’s image appears as a 
silhouette and on all others as a portrait of 
her wearing the Diamond Diadem.  p

DiamondTHE

DIADEM

Queen Elizabeth II Queen Victoria
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In a response to cut violent crime, 
including domestic abuse and violence 
against women and girls following the 

dreadful murder of Sarah Everard, the 
Metropolitan Police has announced that 
an	additional	650	police	officers	will	be	put	
in place across the capital. Five hundred 
officers	are	being	based	permanently	in	
busy neighbourhoods and 150 joining 
London Wards as “bobbies on the beat”.

Town centre teams will be made up of one 
inspector, two sergeants and 21 constables. 
It	will	be	possible	for	local	senior	officers	to	
increase the size of their teams if needed.

That is the good news, and the very good 
news is that for “extraordinary demands” 
in areas such as Westminster, there will be 
two teams. These will be in the West End so 
those that come to Westminster will feel safe 
and protected in a way they do not at the 
moment.

The	best	news	is	that	these	officers	are	now	
on duty. Council Leader Rachel Robathan 

MORE POLICE  
FOR WESTMINSTER

says,	“The	new	officers	are	hugely	important	
because it gives residents and visitors to 
our	city	the	confidence	that	the	police	are	
on our streets and keeping them safe.”

Many	of	the	officers	will	be	deployed	in	
Soho. We have spoken to our colleagues 
at the Soho Society and seen photographs 
of the appalling behaviour there, including 
someone deliberately driving a stolen car 
into a restaurant frontage. Let us hope 
seeing more police on the streets will 
discourage this appalling behaviour and 
give some peace to the residents.  p

WANTED!
Writers | Historians | Story tellers

Do you enjoy writing? We would be 
delighted to receive articles & short stories 
about Belgravia/our neighbours/London & 

beyond – all voluntary, of course.
Discuss your ideas with us: 
info@belgraviasociety.com

mailto:info%40thebelgraviasociety.com?subject=My%20Belgravia-related%20story
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BUILDING A STRONG 
COMMUNITY

To celebrate the past, improve the 
present, and engage the future
The more members we have, the 
louder our collective voice will be. 

JOIN US TODAY!
Benefits include:
•	 Monthly	magazine
•	 Opportunity	to	join	us	at	any	of	

our monthly meetings
•	 Have	your	say	on	local	matters
•	 Advice	where	possible	on	

planning issues
•	 Invitation	to	our	AGM	and	

opportunity to vote

www.thebelgraviasociety.com/ 
online-membership-form

Please	fill	in	the	online	form	by	 
clicking on the link above. Alternatively, 
print the application form on page 23 

and post your completed form to 
63 Belgravia Court, 33 Ebury Street

London SW1W 0NY

CHANGING 
LIGHTS

CURRENT LANTERNS AND GAS POWERED LAMPS

NEW LANTERNS AND GAS EFFECT LEDS

It may be a surprise to you, but around 
300 streetlights in Westminster are 
actually powered by gas. WCC tell us 

that	gas	lighting	is	increasingly	difficult	and	
costly to maintain and does not supply 
sufficient	light.	Some	streetlights	are	
actually listed. WCC is working with Historic 
England	and	its	contractors	to	find	ways	
of replicating the heritage lanterns without 
significantly	changing	the	appearance	of	
the lights. There are also non-listed lamp 
columns. In 2022 WCC will be installing 
like-for-like lanterns on non-listed lamp 
columns	with	gas	effect	LEDs.	The	existing	
lamp columns will not be changed or 
moved.

Four	wards	are	affected:	Knightsbridge	&	
Belgravia, St James’s, Warwick and West 
End. More than 50% of energy consumption 
savings will be made and reduce WCC’s 
carbon footprint.We understand that, in the 
longer term, WCC is looking at how it can 

electrify listed structures on other roads, to 
ensure	the	provision	of	sufficient	lighting	
and continue to reduce its reliance on 
gas. The WCC understands the necessity 
of keeping the look and style of gas 
lighting. The work is due to be completed 
in 2023/24. Councillor James Spencer is 
the Cabinet member for City Management 
and would welcome your feedback at 
jspencer@westminster.gov.uk.  p

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
http://
mailto:jspencer%40westminster.gov.uk?subject=
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I grew up surrounded by bush and native 
wildlife and, at the same time, I developed 
a love for London. My English family sent 

cards every year. My favourites included an 
historic view of London along the Thames. 
By the time I was eight, I knew that’s where 
I wanted to live!

However,	I	moved	into	a	top-floor	flat,	 
which left me yearning for a patch of soil  
that I could nurture into something beautiful. 
I noticed neglected areas near Ebury Bridge 
Road and decided, if nobody else loved 
them, maybe I could. Eventually, I asked the 
local garage manager if I could plant some 

REWILDING 
BY SUSAN ANTONIA 

flowers.	He	agreed,	and	although	my	
wildflower	seeds	were	mistaken	for	
weeds and promptly torn out, a row of 
sunflowers	was	enjoyed	by	the	bees!

I also discovered the concept of 
‘rewilding’, which might seem out 
of place in a pavement-clad city like 
London. Interestingly, it’s not just about 
healing nature, but healing ourselves 
by reconnecting with the natural world, 
wherever we are. Rewilding Britain’s 
goal is to ‘help nature, live better with 
nature, and take our place as part of 
nature.’ 

Planting in the forecourt
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Many of us would love to see more bees 
and	butterflies,	and	hear	more	birds	singing	
in our neighbourhood, but do we know 
what they need in order to thrive?

In her book, ‘Wilding – the Return of Nature 
to a British Farm’, Isabella Tree tells the 
story of how she and her husband Charlie 
were inspired, partly by the plight of their 
ancient oak trees, to hand their farm 
back to nature. They reinstated the kinds 
of herbivores that would have roamed 
England thousands of years ago, choosing 
breeds such as Old English Longhorn 
cattle, and Exmoor ponies… not quite 
knowing what would happen next.

Between them, the animals, plants and 
insects began to re-create the landscape of 
their distant past, a scrubby grassland with 
outcrops of trees. In an amazingly short 
space of time, a huge variety of insect, bird 
and animal life took up residence, including 
rare turtledoves and nightingales. 

The Wilding project at Knepp shows us that 
sometimes we can help nature thrive, just 
by stepping out of the way and allowing 
it the freedom to be a bit unruly. We can 

also enhance what we already have, to 
encourage greater biodiversity.

Sara	Oliver	(Committee	member	of	TBS)	
and I plan to explore this and our project will 
depend on the interests of our members. 
We will start quite small, whether we 
create micro-meadows or herb gardens. 
By teaming up with members of our local 
community to care for unloved patches of 
earth in our area, we will come together 
with a mutual love of nature, bringing more 
beauty and wildlife to our neighbourhood. 
Our activities will tie in with the Rewilding 
Britain Scheme, which aims to restore 
ecosystems and help nature care for itself.

We plan to launch a website in Spring 2022. 
To	find	out	more	about	rewilding,	please	visit	
www.rewildingbritain.org.uk.  p

EDITOR’S NOTE
To find out more please visit Knepp Wilding 
at knepp.co.uk, where you can watch a short 
video about the project. The book “Wilding 
– the Return of Nature to a British Farm” by 
Isabella Tree can be found in bookshops, or 
purchased online at  
www.isabellatree.com.

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
http://www.rewildingbritain.org.uk
http://www.isabellatree.com


ST MICHEAL’S 
HOUSE

2   Elizabeth Street, opposite the art-
deco Victoria coach station, is such 
a discreet presence on the street that 

you may have passed it by many times and 
never once noticed the small, brick-faced 
‘listed’ block, built as a working-men’s and 
women’s club in 1938 by the Reverend 
W H Elliott of the Eaton Square church, a 
popular broadcaster in the ‘30s.

Including a gymnasium and a wide range 
of social facilities on a tight site, it was 
designed by arguably the best and most 
‘revolutionary’ church-architect of the last 
century: Nugent Cachemaille-Day.

One of his most striking designs, Church 
of the Epiphany in Leeds, has interesting 
similarities to the Elizabeth Street building 
and both date from 1938.

St Michael’s House pergola
byzantine-style mosaic
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The connection is almost a secret one, 
as the facade gives no hint of what is just 
about visible on the side elevation. There 
is	a	lower	floor	with	three	slits,	similar	
to those in Epiphany, but also above 
that a series of open slits behind which 
there is an enclosed roof garden with 
wood ‘pergola’ beams and a curved rear 
elevation with more slits. Walking by on 
Eccleston Place the feature, with perhaps 
hints of an ancient pagan ‘henge’, is easily 
missed.

The architect’s drawing gives no hint of this 
hidden aspect of the building which must 
have been added at a later stage, as on 
the right of the vertical pair of windows on 
the side elevation there is a much simpler 
version of the roof garden with only a 
couple of pillars and beams drawn in. 

BY PETER WYETH



The real treat is beneath the pergola and 
behind	the	lower	floor	lancet	windows	
– a modest barrel-vaulted chapel with, 
at the rounded end, a byzantine-style 
mosaic in the semi-circular apse by Eric 
(Oppenheimer)	Newton,	an	artist	and	
famous art critic and broadcaster of the 
time. Beneath the mosaic is the curved wall 
with	coffered	timber	panels,	every	one	of	
which is in fact a cupboard. Even today, 
there are prayer cards still stored there from 
when it was last used as a chapel, thirty 
years or so ago. Each card has the promise 
of a prayer, still printed with the name of the 
founder, Rev. W H Elliott.

The strong architectural lines remain, even 
if the wooden pergola is long gone. The 
original design had wooden steps down 
from	the	two	central	pillars	to	the	flat	roof	
at the lower level and in its day it must have 
been a rather splendid hidden feature in the 
heart of built-up Belgravia.

The architect’s adaptation of the Epiphany 
church design brings to this humble building 
the delights of the sacred and the profane, 
one above the other.  p

INVITATION TO THE NEXT SOCIETY 
COMMITTEE MEETING

We would be delighted for you to join  
our video meeting. Please let us know by 

email if you wish to be linked in: 
info@thebelgraviasociety.com

We can only accept a limited number,  
so	first	come,	first	served.	

Our next video meeting is  
11th January 2022

Clockwise from top left: Leeds Church; 
Roof garden showing pillars and curved 
wall; Architect’s drawing; Cupboard holding 
prayer cards
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We reported on the planning 
application which had been made 
in respect of 38 Belgrave Square. 

This	application	first	came	to	our	attention	
in March 2021 when local residents asked 
us for help to oppose the application. When 
we looked into the matter it transpired that 
the owners of the house wanted to turn it 
into a members’ club. The front door of the 
house actually faces onto Chapel Street. 
The owners wanted to create what they 
described as a Wellness Centre and to 
promote their beliefs in well-being, social 

and environmental change having a positive 
impact on the world. In our submission 
to the planning hearing we describe this 
as “virtue signalling and disingenuous, 
covering, as it did, the intended use for 
commercial activities providing restaurants, 
bars,	juice	bars,	unnamed	specific	
treatment rooms, outside dining, music and 
gymnasium.” We make no apology for also 
suggesting this core belief, in the context  
of the change of use, was an attempt 
to turn a Grade 1 listed building into a 
substantial commercial enterprise. 

38 Belgrave Square

IT PAYS TO 
OBJECT
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Under the new arrangements, planning 
objectors are permitted to speak to the 
Planning	Committee	at	the	hearing;	our	
representative was permitted to speak at 
the hearing and did so. We emphasised 
that based on the documentation supplied 
as part of the planning application, 
something in the region of between 100 
and 400 people per day would be visiting 
the premises. All sorts of problems can 
be seen arising out of this, and you can 
imagine how concerned the residents were. 

They worked very hard to make sure that 
we all knew what was happening and wrote 
with their views objecting to the application. 

They also contacted the counsellors and 
Councillor Elizabeth Hitchcock helped 
support the residents by also speaking 
at the meeting, and Councillor Rachael 
Rowbatham also objected.

The planning committee made it clear 
that they recognised the issues which 
the objectors had raised and decided 
that they were not going to permit this 
residential property being turned into a 
commercial one. The application was, 
thankfully,	rejected.	The	efforts	of	the	
residents to draw attention to this issue 
was fundamental to the success of the 
objections.  p

IF YOU HAVE A CAF ACCOUNT, IT 
IS AN EASY WAY TO DONATE TO 
THE SOCIETY. PLEASE DO HELP 
US TO MAINTAIN OUR WORK FOR 
BELGRAVIA, AND OUR COMMUNITY 
MAGAZINE. 

EVERY LITTLE HELPS –
If any of our readers are Amazon customers and have not signed up yet to their charitable 
“Smile” scheme you should note that The Belgravia Society is now a member. Amazon 
will contribute 0.5% out of any purchase you make. It may not be a lot on its own, but little 
sums add up and we need donations to fund our magazine and other activities. 

All you need to do to join the scheme is go to Smile.Amazon.co.uk. You can  
then	put	our	full	name	–	“The	Belgravia	Society”	–	in	the	search	box	and	confirm.	 
That’s all there is to it. When you next go into Amazon type in “Smile.Amazon” instead of 
just “Amazon”, then just carry on as normal. Nothing else is necessary. The donation is 
automatic on completion of any purchase.

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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We all enjoy our Royal Parks. Here 
in Belgravia we are particularly 
privileged to have Hyde Park, St 

James’s and Green Park on our doorsteps. 

We have read about rewilding, our parks are 
already looking at ways of cultivating and 
conserving. This has improved biodiversity 
in areas around Queen’s Meadow, the 
adjoining rough grassland areas, and Green 
Park tube station roof. Work in Green Park 
centred around improving meadow and 
grassland areas.

We may not realise the amount of wildlife 
in St James’s Park. A pair of spotted 
woodpeckers have again successfully bred 
in the park. Retaining standard decaying 
wood safely is a key to the survival and 

reproduction of woodpeckers and other 
species, such as stag beetles. Birds use 
the cavities to make their nests and feed on 
invertebrates that live within them.

We can also report that a pair of tawny owls 
successfully reared two chicks in Green 
Park. One of the chicks had to be carried 
back into the canopy of the tree after it fell 
or	flew	from	the	nest.	The	prompt	action	of	
a tree surgeon from City Suburban saved 
the day, returning the chick to its anxious 
mother.	The	owl	family	have	fledged	and	
now left the park. 

These successes show how important it is 
to maintain cavities in trees for nesting and 
the availability of prey in the parkland due in 
part to the long grass.

Heron in Hyde Park near Lancaster Gate

WILDLIFE 
IN THE 
ROYAL 
PARKS 
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Songbirds are also well represented in the 
parks. Swans have successfully reared two 
broods and can be seen on the fringes of 
the lake.

If you are planning to visit the Royal Parks, 
they have information sheets that you 
can use which can be dlownloaded from: 
royalparks.org.uk/home/help-nature-
thrive/bird-spotter-sheets. 

Although we are not aware of it, there are 
many songbirds around us. We do not hear 
their songs during the day, largely because 
of the ambient sound in the background 
of	traffic	and	general	noise.	Birds	can	be	
heard singing.at night or the early hours of 
the morning. The theory put forward for this 
suggests that the high level of noise during 
the day is drowning out the calls of the 
birds forcing them to sing at night instead. 

They also have to adapt their song in order 
to be heard. Blackbirds can change their 
entire vocalisation so they can be heard, 
and a study of tits has found they sing at 
a	significantly	higher	pitch	in	urban	areas	
compared with the countryside.

Whenever it happens, we must be grateful 
that we are able to enjoy bird song, in spite 
of the hour.  p

A robin in the 
Royal Parks

The lake at St James’s Park

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
http://royalparks.org.uk/home/help-nature-thrive/bird-spotter-sheets
http://royalparks.org.uk/home/help-nature-thrive/bird-spotter-sheets
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COUNCILLORS’ CORNER 

KNIGHTSBRIDGE & BELGRAVIA

We have mentioned above the extra police 
now in central London. Our Counsellor 
Rachel	Robathan	(and	Council	Leader)	has	
seen	some	of	the	new	officers	in	action	as	
she joined them patrolling in Soho. In Soho 
the police are being supported through the 
night by the return of Soho Angels this 
month. The Angels are a team of volunteers 
who patrol the streets on Fridays and 
Saturdays	offering	help	to	anyone	who	
needs to get home safely. The team are 
currently looking for new volunteers. All new 
volunteers receive training to deal with 
vulnerable people and the kind of problems 
likely to be found. If you would like to apply, 
you can do so here. For those of you who 
have the time and ability we can show 
ourselves as good neighbours by helping. 

Reindeer came to Belgravia when they 
were part of the community event at Ebury 
Bridge. Councillor Robathan turned on the 
Christmas Lights on the new Ebury Estate 
and said, “Ebury is a great example of 
what we can do working with residents to 
deliver fabulous new homes and award-
winning pop-up spaces for local 
entrepreneurs.” 

A special thanks goes to Councillor 
Elizabeth Hitchcock. She spoke in support 
of the residents who objected to the 
Application for the change of use of 38 
Belgrave Square from a residential house 
into	a	commercial	enterprise	(see page 14). 
Thanks also to Councillor Robathan who 
also objected.

KENSINGTON & BELGRAVIA WARD PIMLICO WARWICK WARD

Elizabeth 
Hitchock

Christabel 
Flight

Rachael 
Robathan

Jacqui 
Wilkinson

Tony 
Devenish

Nickie 
Aiken

OUR COUNCILLORS FROM KNIGHTSBRIDGE & BELGRAVIA AND  
PIMLICO WARWICK WARDS HAVE BEEN KEEPING US FULLY INFORMED  

ABOUT WHAT HAS BEEN GOING ON IN WESTMINSTER

https://www.westminster.gov.uk/volunteer-be-soho-angel?dm_i=54JR,GZF4,1QZOT3,1YT1W,1
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PIMLICO WARWICK WARD
The Counsellors remind us of the importance 
of support for families over the winter school 
holiday. The WCC provided free school meal 
vouchers for all eligible children over the 
two-week holiday. Over 7,000 children in 
Westminster receive £36 each to be able to 
access healthy and nutritious food over the 
holidays and relieve pressure on low income 
families. 

WCC will also continue to provide funding 
for two pantries, which are open throughout 
the year at Westbourne Park Family Centre in 
Paddington and the Abbey Centre in Pimlico.

RECYCLING YOUR REAL

It	is	very	difficult	for	traders	at	the	
moment, however, WCC is working 
closely with central government to 
provide the help they need. 

A range of support for businesses 
remains available via WCC and if you 
are a business owner the counsellors 
remind you the WCC business unit 
is there to support you. Counsellors 
remind all of us that we should shop 
local and support local businesses and 
that doing so at the present time is very 
important to their survival.  p

Christmas 
 tree There is a free Westminster collection 

site at the junction of Eaton Square and 
Eccleston Street for real Christmas trees. 
You are advised to remove all the Christmas 
decorations, nets, plastic and metal stands. 
There is no need to remove any branches. The 
drop off point is available until 11th January.

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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Our local MP, Nickie Aiken, in her 
early November Weekly News was 
mentioning problems of e-scooters 

jumping red lights. We are always decrying 
cyclists and now e-scooters for being on 
pavements and breaking the rules, not 
having lights and manifest other complaints. 

However,	if	you	sit	and	observe	traffic	at	
a busy junction, you will note that there 
are many rule breakers jumping red lights. 
Trucks, buses, vans, cars, motorbikes as 
well as cyclists can all be seen doing it. In 
fact, light jumping is only one of the many 
traffic	offences	committed.	These	offences	
are disregarded, and many continue to break 
the law. There should be more enforcement 
with	cameras,	but	these	offences	seem	to	
be a long way down the list of enforcement 
priorities. 

The regular delivery cyclists, vans and 
couriers, as well as others using hire bikes, 
seem to be just as guilty of red light jumping 
and failure to obey the rules as are the 
private cyclists and motorists. The delivery 
organisations and couriers could do more 

ROAD SAFETY 
ACTION NEEDED?

by insisting that those who work for them, 
whether driving vehicles or riding bicycles, 
will	get	blacklisted	if	they	jump	the	traffic	
lights	or	commit	other	traffic	infringements.	
Since	the	courts	have	now	defined	that	the	
many drivers/riders are employees, it then 
follows that any accident caused could be 
the responsibility of the employer as they 
may be vicariously liable if they fail to insist 
their drivers/riders stay within the law.

There are two issues here: one, the issue of 
personal responsibility of all drivers/riders 
for their actions for themselves and their 
duty to others. The other is enforcement. 
The police and local authorities are more 
than ready to put up cameras to catch 
speeding drivers/riders and clawing in 
the	tens	of	thousands	of	pounds	in	fines.	
They are reluctant to use cameras for 
other breaches in the law which might take 
more time to process and be more time 
consuming to pursue.

Let us know your views.  
Do we need more action?  
Email: info@thebelgraviasociey.com 

mailto:info%40thebelgraviasociey.com%20%20?subject=
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Christmas lights in Eccleston Yard

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com


KNIGHTSBRIDGE & BELGRAVIA WARD 
Cllr	Rachel	Robathan	(Con)	 leader@westminster.gov.uk 
Cllr	Tony	Devenish	(Con)	 tony.devenish@london.gov.uk 
Cllr	Elizabeth	Hitchcock	(Con)	 ehitchcock@westminster.gov.uk	
Tel no for all  020 7641 3411

Surgeries by telephone only for the time being. Please telephone 020 7641 3411.

WARWICK WARD
Cllr	Christabel	Flight	(Con)	 cflight@westminster.gov.uk	
Cllr	Nickie	Aiken	(Con)	 nickie.aiken.mp@parliament.uk
Cllr	Jacqui	Wilkinson	(Con)	 jwilkinson@westminster.gov.uk	
Tel no for Cllr Aiken  020 7641 3255 
Tel no for Cllrs Flight and Wilkinson  020 7641 3411

Surgeries by telephone only until further notice. For the time being, please use telephone 
number 020 7641 5377.

CHURCHILL WARD
Cllr	Murad	Gassanly	(Con)		 mgassanly@westminster.gov.uk	
Tel no 020 7641 5377

If you require help and/or support with a problem, email Councillor Gassanly or call at the 
above	telephone	number.	Councillor	Gassanly’s	monthly	drop-in	advice	surgeries	(City	of	
Westminster Housing South Area Advice Centre, 137 Lupus Street, London SW1V 3HE) 
are currently on hold. Call or email for information. 

Cllr	Shamim	Talukder	(Lab)	 stalukder@westminster.gov.uk
Tel no 020 7641 4299

Surgeries, usually held on the second Thursday of the month, 7-8pm, are currently on 
hold. Please call or email for updates.

Postal address for all Councillors:  Westminster City Hall 
  64 Victoria Street, London SW1E 6QP 

COUNCILLORS’ SURGERIES AND CONTACT DETAILS
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Registered Charity No: 1168619
An amenity society recognised by the City of Westminster

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Membership is open to residents and non-residents and is free

Name  ............................................................................................................  email  .......................................................................

Second name (if any)  .....................................................................................  email  .......................................................................

Address...............................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................

Telephone: Home ...........................................................................................  Work  .......................................................................

Mobile ............................................................................................................  Date  ........................................................................

By signing this Application I CONSENT and AGREE to The Belgravia Society  
sending emails to me until I unsubscribe or resign from the Society.

Signature(s):	 ......................................................................................................................................

  Please let us know if you have any special interests, concerns or queries:
 

 
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS APPLICATION FORM TO THE PERSON WHO GAVE IT TO YOU OR EMAIL TO: info@thebelgraviasociety.com  
OR POST TO: 63 BELGRAVIA COURT  33 EBURY STREET  LONDON SW1W 0NY

Gift Aid declaration – for past, present and future 

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts made:

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.
    
£ Today £ In the past 4 years £ In the future
 

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate. Gift Aid is reclaimed by the Charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year.

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations  
in	that	tax	year	it	is	my	responsibility	to	pay	any	difference.

SIGNATURE(S)		 .....................................................................................................................  DATE  ...................................................................................

ADDRESS  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Please notify the charity or CASC if you:
£ Want to cancel this declaration   £ Change your name or home address   £	No	longer	pay	sufficient	tax	on	your	income	and/or	capital	gains.

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid  
donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

PLEASE EMAIL THIS APPLICATION FORM TO: info@thebelgraviasociety.com  
OR POST TO:  63 BELGRAVIA COURT  33 EBURY STREET  LONDON SW1W 0NY

http://
mailto:info%40belgraviasociety.org?subject=
http://
http://
mailto:%20info%40belgraviasociety.org%20?subject=
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